Screening Tool

Alcohol Screening Tools

CAGE

Criteria

Number of Items | 10 3 4 11 10 6

Response Format | Ordinal scale Ordinal scale Y/N Y/N Y/N Y/N

Detects Hazardous Hazardous Dependence | Abuse Dependence Abuse
Harmful Harmful Dependence Dependence
Mild Dependence Mild Dependence

Sengitivity 92% 50-78% 60-90% N/A 86-98% 89-93%

Specificity 94% 75-93% 40-95% N/A 81-95% 86-97%

Scoring 0-40 0-12 0-4 Meet criteriafor | 0-29 0-6
>8indicatesastrong | >5 suggeststhe >2indicates | abuseor >6indicatesa | >2 abuse or
likelihood of need for further further dependence high dependence
hazardous or harmful | assessment assessment Y/N probability of | >4 dependence
alcohol consumption warranted alcohol

dependence

Strengths Detects hazardous Detects hazardous | Ease of use, Consistent with | Detects Brief, easy

and harmful drinking | and harmful wide DSM criteria dependence administration
drinking familiarity and scoring

Limitations Minimally more Low/moderate Detectsonly | Requires Focuses on Detects only

complex scoring sensitivity & dependence | provider lifetimev. abuse and
specificity Focuses on discretion current dependence
lifetimev. drinking
current

drinking
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